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United Church of Christ
Fort Pierce

DECEMBER 2025

3601 Kirby Loop R Fort Pierce, Florida 34981 (772) 465-2082

No matter who you are,
No matter where you are on life’s journey,

You are welcome here!

Come Worship With Us ...
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Coffee & Fellowship 11:30 a.m.

Pastor: Rev. Joel Reif

UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

" ajust world for all




PASTOR’S REPORT

E—— _ Christmas has many traditions, some based on
Tha where we live and others that we have handed
il down in our families. A very large portion of the
Jea Il population in the USA, about 85%, celebrate
Christmas. Yet slightly less than 50% attend
any church service on either Christmas Eve or
: sy g : Christmas Day. Did you know that in the early
SOV IRV L 1 BT | American colonies it was illegal to celebrate
@t L | Christmas? From 1659 to 1681, anyone caught
making merry in the colonies would face a fine
for celebrating. The Massachusetts Bay Colony
created the Penalty for Keeping Christmas.It was thought that "such
festivals as were superstitiously kept in other countries” and were "a great
dishonor of God and offense of others. The penalty for breaking the law
was five shillings. By the Revolutionary War, the day had so little
significance that Congress even held their first session on December 25,
1789. Christmas wasn't even proclaimed a federal holiday for almost
another century. In 1836, Alabama became the first state to recognize
Christmas as a state holiday, with Arkansas and Louisiana following suit.
But it wasn't until 1870 that President Grant declared Christmas a
national holiday.
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Japan’s favorite Christmas meal is Kentucky Fried Chicken.

Santa wasn’t always the jolly man in red. Older depictions of Santa from
the early 1900s depicted him more sternly, and there wasn't a
standardized "look" for his appearance. The classic image of a happy and
plump Santa that we all know today came in part from Coca-Cola ads,
drawn in 1931 by illustrator Haddon Sundblom.

Contrary to popular belief, "Xmas" is not a trendy attempt to "take Christ
out of Christmas”. "Christianity" was spelled "Xianity" as far back as 1100.
X, or Chi, is the Greek first letter of "Christ" so "X" and back in the fourth
century, Constantine the Great often referenced the shorthand version.
Some say it was as early as 1021 that the abbreviation "XPmas" was
used to reference the holiday, which was later shortened to "Xmas."

Just a few fun facts about Christmas. No matter how you celebrate
Christmas, remember to pause for a moment and reflect on God’s love
and how you can share that love with a world in desperate need of love

and hope. See You in Church.

Rev. Joel Reif
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This year’s Bazaar will feature raffles and a bake sale. Like last year,
you’ll be able to direct each of your raffle tickets for individual items so
you can focus on the items you really want! Volunteers are needed to
assemble baskets, set up tables, and to help out the day of the Bazaar.
We could also use baked goods, cookies, cakes, etc. If you have
questions about baking or volunteering ahead of time or at the Bazaar,
please see or call Patricia Bryant at 407-310-6176. And, if you’re not
going to be able to attend the Bazaar in person, don’t forget to return
your raffle tickets to the church by Friday, December 12. Don’t miss
your chance to win! Bring your friends and tell your neighbors!

SEE YOU THERE!
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Saturday, December 13, 9 a.m. to 12 noon.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

TARGETED DONATIONS FOR DECEMBER -

Our focus in December will be warm clothing for adults and children.
Even here in sunny South Florida, it gets cold, especially when one
does not have a warm, safe place to be out of the weather.

MAKING A JOYFUL NOISE UNTO THE LORD!

Our sanctuary sound system has been in need of replacement for
quite some time and we’re excited to announce a new system should
be in place by Christmas. Joel worked with a sound system expert that
he knew who understood what we do and don’t need and tailored the
system for our church. We are also very grateful to a member of our
church family who has donated the cost of the system, although
prefers not to be named. Thank you very much!



CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
NOVEMBER 23, 2025

Attendance: Joel Reif, Paster; Carol Sinotte, Moderator; Dickie
Brooks, Clerk; Mary Keller, Treasurer; Tomm Mountz, Trustees; Dick
Sinotte, Property; Jeff Bourassa, Deacons; Janis Gonzales, Music;
Elaine Souza, Memorial; Judy Jones, Adult Religious Education,
Rachel Spence, IT/Evangelism; and Karen Eason, Member at Large.

Carol called the meeting to order and Joel opened the meeting with a
prayer.

Clerk's Report — The minutes of the October 26, 2025, meeting were
approved as submitted.

Treasurer's Report — The treasurer’s report was accepted as
submitted. Mary reported she will be making a transfer this month from
the investment account into checking to manage expenses.

Pastor’s Report — Joel noted that our Christmas Eve service will be
at 4:00 p.m. and he’ll be communicating with the Living Waters Church
inviting and including them in the service. He also said that we'’re
hoping to have the nhew sound system in place by Christmas.

Property — Dick reported termites have destroyed the frame of the
door to one side of the storage shed. He’s investigating possible
repairs or replacement.

Music — Janis reports the Advent Music program will be on Sunday,
December 14.

Church Fellowship — Dickie reported that preparations for the
Christmas Bazaar are coming along nicely. Letters for the raffle went
out earlier this month and raffle baskets are being assembled.

IT/Evangelism — Rachel has ordered a stand to mount phones for
recording during worship in conjunction with the new sound system.
This will facilitate sharing videos on social media. There has also been
some interest in live streaming of sermons.



Adult Religious Education — Judy reports she has not had any
“takers” yet for her afternoon Bible Study. She’s going to try a signup
process so she’ll know if and when someone wants to attend. She also
expressed a big “thank you” to Tomm Mountz for his purchasing the
equipment she needed to resume her blood pressure clinics.

Deacons, Memorial, Missions/Stewardship, Trustees — No reports
The next Council Meeting will be January 18, 2026.
Carol adjourned the meeting and Joel offered the closing prayer.

Respecitfully submitted,
Dickie Brooks

LET ME KNOW

Just a reminder to be sure to contact me IMMEDIATELY if someone
is in the hospital, there has been a death, or in need of a call or visit
from me. | would rather have 10 people contact me than miss
someone.

Rev. Joel A. Reif

PASTOR REIF’'S OFFICE HOURS

Rev. Reif is usually in the office usually on Wednesdays. Please
call before stopping by the church to make sure he’s going to be there.
His cell phone is 772-480-3245 if you need to reach him outside of
office hours. His email is jr7618@yahoo.com.

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES DEADLINE

The third Sunday of every month. You may drop them off in the
newsletter mailbox at the church, or call Elaine Souza (772) 462-2272
or Dickie Brooks (772) 971-1370.



CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

Our annual Christmas Eve service will be
held on Wednesday December 24th at
4:00 PM. We will have our traditional
music, communion, and candlelight closing. After the service, please
join us in the hall for refreshments and a time of fellowship as the
Deacons will host their annual eggnog party. Be sure to invite your
family and friends as we celebrate the birth of Christ.

OTHER IMPORTANT CHRISTMAS-TIME DATES

Sunday, Dec. 7 — Deadline for donations to Toys for Tots

Sunday, Dec.14 — Special Christmas music during our regular
worship time

IN OUR PRAYERS

As you read the names of our “In Our Prayers” list below, if you know
someone whose name is on the list but they no longer have specific

prayer needs — or if there is someone you feel needs to be on the list
but is not - please let Doug MacWilliam or Rev. Reif know. Thank you!

Jennifer Gray, Doug MacWilliam, Bob Evans, Marv Lammers, Linda
Garneau, Charlotte Fritz, Danny Fanning, Joyce Maybury, Bob
Charpentir, Scott Burgoyne, Karen Casavant, Justin Archambault,
Patty Hills, Becky Miller, Mike and Jody, Donna Mariarski, Sandy
Maybury, Ed Galpen, Ann Marie Colonnese, Sandy Martyn, Bob
Therrien, Katie Rogers, Janis & John Gonzales, Ronald Powell,
Patricia Allen, Terry Fritz, Chelsy Lawton, Jamie, Leone Bater, Bob
Schwartfeger, Steve Murphy, Josh Lewis, Shirley Borella, Jim
Boudreau, Karen Eason, Judy Jones, the family of Mary Larson, Grace
Carboni, Anita Tuccilo, Sharon Schorner, Ruth Boureau, Michelle Neill,
the family of Dick Keller



: BIRTHDAYS
Ll o e v e wer Setk| Bth - Mary Ann Hower
8th  Janet Honaker
I 14th Gary Stapleton
» 2 I I 20th Mary Sternal
= = = w = = =] 20th Dorothy Stapleton
" ANNIVERSARIES
= | 6th  Ashley & Victoria Santana

28th Jim & Roberta Saart

RAFFLE ITEMS - 2025 CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

1 CITRUS BASKET — Homemade basket filled with citrus themed dishes and
honey lover goodies.

2 WATERMELON BASKET — Themed items to help you serve up your melon
your favorite way.

3 LOTTO TREE — Variety of Lotto scratch tickets; see how much you win!

4 PARK BENCH — Refurbished cast iron arms with stained wood seat. Great for
any garden spot.

5 BAKER’S BASKET - Baking pans to make sweet holiday desserts. Mixes,
icings, and sprinkles to yummy up any holiday.

6 MICKEY/MINNIE MOUSE — Enchanted mouse themed items for Mouse lovers.
7 APPLE BASKET — Apple themed items for those who enjoy the crunch of an
apple.

8 CANADIAN TRAVELS - Canadian favorites for those who have never had the
chance to see what the maple leaf country has to offer.

9 PASTA - Doesn’t everyone love Italian foods? Everything you need to make
great pasta dishes for family and friends.

10 HOLIDAY BASKET #1 — Decorations to liven up your holiday décor.

11 HOLIDAY BASKET #2 — Decorations to liven up your holiday décor.

12 FAMILY GAMES NIGHT — Assorted games and treats for family fun.

13 LIQUOR BASKET - Assorted party beverages & favors to liven up your holiday
season.

14 WINE BASKET - Wines, glasses, and party favors.

15 CROCKPOT — Complete with cook book and foods to help “crock up” a few
great meals.

16 HOLIDAY WREATH — Hand crafted wreath that can make any guest feel
welcome at your door.

17 DOONEY & BOURKE PURSE — with storage bag (commonly priced over $200)
18 DOG BASKET
19 LADIES’ SELF CARE
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