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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL

United Church of Christ
Fort Pierce

NOVEMBER 2025

3601 Kirby Loop R Fort Pierce, Florida 34981 (772) 465-2082

No matter who you are,
No matter where you are on life’s journey,

You are welcome here!

Come Worship With Us ...
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Coffee & Fellowship 11:30 a.m.

Pastor: Rev. Joel Reif

UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

" ajust world for all




PASTOR’S REPORT

November begins with All Saints’ Day
when we recall those who have received
the final reward of their faith. Itis a time

to give thanks for their faith and for the
example of that faith that still encourages
us. November also invites us to notice and
give thanks for the blessings that often
pass quietly through our days. Gratitude

| isn’t just a feeling; it is a way of looking at
life that transforms how we see the world.

1 When we give thanks, not only for the
obvious joys of life, but also for the
challenges that shape us and change us,
we open our hearts to God’s presence in every circumstance. This month,
let your gratitude become more than words. Let it move you to acts of
kindness, forgiveness, and generosity, so that your thankfulness becomes
a wonderful source of blessings for others.

See You in Church.
Rev. Joel Reif

LET ME KNOW
Just a reminder to be sure to contact me IMMEDIATELY if someone
is in the hospital, there has been a death, or in need of a call or visit
from me. | would rather have 10 people contact me than miss
someone.

Rev. Joel A. Reif

PASTOR REIF’S OFFICE HOURS

Rev. Reif is usually in the office on Wednesday. Please call before
stopping by the church to make sure he’s going to be there. His cell
phone is 772-480-3245 if you need to reach him outside of office hours.
His email is jr7618@yahoo.com



BIBLE STUDY

Bible Study is meeting twice on
Fridays now, at 10:30 a.m. and
at 4:00 p.m. Please feel free to
join either one at your convenience. And you don’t have to commit to
every week — join us whenever your schedule permits!

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

TARGETED DONATIONS FOR NOVEMBER -

In November, our Community Outreach to our homeless neighbors and
others in similar difficult circumstances will focus on toys and gifts for
the disadvantaged children of St. Lucie County. This will be coordinated
with our annual Toys for Tots collection. Please bring hew, unwrapped
toys for any age from birth to 15 years old. All donations need to be
received no later than Sunday, December 7. There will be a collection
box in the front hallway.

Looking forward, our focus in December will be warm clothing for
adults and children.

CAN COLLECTION

Patricia is back from summer travels and has resumed collecting cans
to support our fellowship funds. Please save your empty soda and
beer cans and bring them to church! (Any pop tops will go to veterans’
organizations.) Have questions? See Patricia.

JOIN US TO DECORATE THE CHURCH
FOR CHRISTMAS

Saturday, November 29, at 10:00 a.m.

Get into the spirit of the season with us!



CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
OCTOBER 26, 2025

Attendance: Carol Sinotte, Moderator; Dickie Brooks, Clerk; Mary
Keller, Treasurer; Tomm Mountz, Trustees; Dick Sinotte, Property; Jeff
Bourassa, Deacons; Janis Gonzales, Music; Elaine Souza, Memorial;
Judy Jones, Adult Religious Education, and Patricia Bryant, Church
Fellowship.

Carol called the meeting to order and opened the meeting with a
prayer.

Clerk’s Report — The minutes of the September 21, 2025, meeting
were approved as submitted.

Treasurer's Report — No formal report was available. Mary reported
there were no major changes from last month’s report. She also said
the bank is asking for updated signature cards so she and Carol will
work on getting that done.

Property — Dick reported the yard and garden are in good shape and
there are no other concerns at this time.

Music — Janis reports she’s put together some musical entertainment
for the Church Anniversary pot luck lunch.

Memorial — Elaine reported she’ll be ordering a memorial plaque for
Jane Shuster.

Church Fellowship — Patricia reports that the pot luck church
anniversary lunch is shaping up nicely and preparations are well
underway for the Christmas Bazaar. The date of the Bazaar is
Saturday, December 13, from 9:00 to noon. Baskets are being
assembled for the raffle. Some gift cards from grocery stores may be
needed to supplement baskets in place of perishable food items.
Anyone who'’s willing to help organize etc. should check with Patricia
for work days/dates. There will especially be a need for lots of help the
week before and the day of the Bazaar itself.



Adult Religious Education — Judy reported that no one took
advantage of the newly formed Friday afternoon Bible Study this week.
She’ll continue to announce it and the newsletter that goes out next
week will remind people. She’ll give it a few weeks to see if there is
interest. Also, she’ll be resuming her monthly blood pressure clinics
next Sunday, November 2 (in the Music Room just after worship).

Pastor, Deacons, IT/Evangelism, Missions/Stewardship,
Trustees — No reports

New Business: Decorating the church for Christmas will be on
Saturday, November 29, at 10:00. Everyone is welcome to help!

The next Council Meeting will be November 23, 2025.

Carol adjourned the meeting and Dickie offered the closing prayer.

Respecitfully submitted,
Dickie Brooks

SPECIAL PRAYERS DURING WORSHIP

Please remember that if you are requesting special prayers on Sunday
that you need to fill out one of the slips found at the back table and give
it to the pastor before worship begins. Thank You.

REMINDER
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES DURING WORSHIP
THANK YOU!



CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

Our Annual Christmas Bazaar is scheduled for Saturday, December 13,
from 9:00 a.m. to noon. Similar to last year, we’'ll be focusing on raffles
and a bake sale.

A letter with raffle tickets will be sent out in a few weeks and it will
include a list of the themed raffle baskets and other raffle items. You'll
be able to direct your tickets for individual items so you can focus on
the items you really want!

If you are interested in helping assemble baskets and other items for
the bazaar, please see Patricia about which days she could use
assistance.

IN OUR PRAYERS

As you read the names of our “In Our Prayers” list below, if you know
someone whose name is on the list but they no longer have specific

prayer needs — or if there is someone you feel needs to be on the list
but is not - please let Doug MacWilliam or Rev. Reif know. Thank you!

Jennifer Gray, Doug MacWilliam, Bob Evans, Marv Lammers, Linda
Garneau, Charlotte Fritz, Danny Fanning, Joyce Maybury, Bob
Charpentir, Scott Burgoyne, Karen Casavant, Justin Archambault,
Patty Hills, Becky Miller, Mike and Jody, Donna Mariarski, Sandy
Maybury, Ed Galpen, Ann Marie Colonnese, Sandy Martyn, Bob
Therrien, Katie Rogers, Janis & John Gonzales, Ronald Powell,
Patricia Allen, Terry Fritz, Chelsy Lawton, Jamie, Leone Bater, Bob
Schwartfeger, Dick Keller, Steve Murphy, Josh Lewis, Shirley Borella,
Petr Cudoba, Jim Boudreau, Karen Eason, Judy Jones, the family of
Mary Larson, Grace Carboni, Diane Ware, Jeff Shorrer, the family of
Rusty Goodwin, Anita Tuccilo, Sharon Schorner



| CMOUW% 4 BIRTHDAYS

4th  Terry Fritz

4th Liala Miller

6th Jim Fritz

' 7 18th Elaine Souza
= 23rd Alberta Arens
| A S W N 25th Dick Keller

= 1 1T 1 1 1 25th Emmy Cook

5 STy 29th Carolyn Rogers

ALITTLE OF EVERYTHING

A fall wreath (on display in the narthex) is being raffled; the drawing
will be at the Church Birthday Party on November 9.

We'll be having a Thanksgiving basket raffle to be drawn the Sunday
before Thanksgiving.

Poinsettia sales will begin the end of November.
Next Church Fellowship meeting is Tuesday, Nov. 11 at 10:00.

Judy Jones will resume her monthly blood pressure clinics on Sunday,
November 2, right after worship, in the Music Room.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

The third Sunday of every month. You may drop them off in the
newsletter mailbox at the church, or call Elaine Souza (772) 462-2272
or Dickie Brooks (772) 971-1370.
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